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Collective Notes 

We want to remind you that this is our» 
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LNS 
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A1 rOLTTXCAL PRISONERS INDICTED BY MILITARY REGIME 

by Ted Chandler 

NEK YORK (LNS) — Thailand’s ruling inilitary re**!’ 
gime , which seized power in a bloody coup last Octo- 
ber, has charged four political prisoners with resis- 
tance activities that carry the death penalty. The 
tour prisoners — two union leaders and two student 
activists — were arraigned on a long series of charges 
at the end of January, 

An organization in Bangkok which is opposed to 
the military government has recently expressed fears 
that the four may be "quietly killed" in order to 
avoid the damaging publicity that would surround 
their trial, (The regime has recently stated con- 
cern that its already-scarred image could hamper at- 
tempts to acquire new U.S. weaponry as well as en- 
tice foreign investment to sustain the country's 
economy . ) 

The four prisoners include Suvit Prayunsak, e 
founder of the Labour Council of Thailand, and 
Sutham Saenprathum, former secretary-general of the 
National Student Center of Thailand (NSCT) . 

Suvit, a printer, exposed corruption in the 
union bureaucracy and fought against government-im- 
posed price increases for rice in early 1976. He 
ioined with Sutham in campaigns to remove U.S. bases 
from Thailand, to protest the use of Thai airfields 
to bomb Cambodia during the Mayaguez incident, and 
to prevent the return of the former military dicta- 
tors Praphas and Thanom. 

A third prisoner, Mahin Thanboonpoem, was in his 
last year in Ramkamhaeng Law School. The son of work- 
ing class Bangkok parents, he worked with Thai pea- 
sants in the countryside as part of the 1974 NSCT 
movement, and became a legal advisor to the Farmers’ 
Federation in Petchabun. 

The fourth prisoner, Arom Pongphangan, was the 
national head of the Labor Union Council of Thailand 
and president of the water workers’ union. 

Indictments And World Opinion 

The accusations lodged against the four prisons 
ers include "gangsterism" and "encroachment onoffi-**"' 
cial premises," both of which incur life imprison- 
ment. The four are also charged with "possession of 
arms," "rebellion in the kingdom," "encouragement of 
others to kill officials during the officials’ duty 
time," "using military equipment against officials," 
and "meeting with more than ten people with the in- 
tention of changing the laws of the Kingdom," All 
of these carry the death penalty. 

In such cases as these, world attention support- 
ing the prisoners is crucial. In the weeks following 
the coup, when thousands of dissidents were arcested 
some even executed, the few released were often 
well-Knox^m oucside of Thailand. These include Dr. 

Puey Ungpakorn, former Governor of the Bank of Thai- 
land and Rector of Thammasat University (where more 
than one hundred students were killed the day of the 
coup) and Pansak Vinyaratn, publisher of the weekly 
Chatitrat . ihe military regime was clearly intimidated 
by the recognition the two have won in Western coun- 
tries . 

But hundreds of other^ prisondrQ unknown to 

the western world. Even the exact number of prisoners 
held by the military regime is unknown. 

gj-QUp of about 60 female and 80 male prisoners 


is crammed into a low concrete building under the 
jurisdiction of the Internal Security Operations Com- 
mand — a nationwide counterinsurgency force whose 
prede ce S& 0 r ■ 'was , ; ,’'b^ by the U.S. government . xn 
*1967. Once every three months the prisoners are al- 
lowed to leave their cell, a space not high enough 
to stand up in with a single three-inch-high slot 
for light to enter. Many of these prisoners were in 
Thai prisons under previous regimes . 

Political Activity the Real Offense 

Bangkok's political prisoners come from a wide 
variety of social positions, age groups and occupa- 
tions. Bangkok opponents to the Thai regime have re- 
cently furnished information about some of them: 

Sunyalak Eamprakun , 25, before her arrest, 
fought against corruption in the Bangkok municipal 
water authority where she worked. She also opposed 
the return of the ex-dictators Praphas and Thanom, 
and was a member of the Labour Council of Thailand. 
Sunyalak is accused of membership in the Communist 
Party of Thailand and has been jailed as "a threat 
to society." The military government has no plans 
either to release her or to put her on trial, 

Thongsuk Supati , 36, has been a textile worker 
for fifteen years at Bangkok's Ormoi factory. A 
founder of the Textile Workers’ Union, Thongsuk was 
also active in the Association of Low-Wage Employees. 
Also held as a "threat to society", he too has no 
prospect of release or trial . 

Noppom Suwanbhanich , 31, a member of the 
Socialist Party of Thailand, taught comparative gov- 
ernment at Thammasat University. He was one of thir- 
teen people whose arrest in 1973 — for demanding 
a constitution — sparked the mass demonstrations 
that overthrew Praphas and Thanom. Noppom is now 
being held in indefinite detention. 

Thaweesap Kunkuane , 35 , a civil engineer in 
the Department of the Interior, helped organize the 
Association of Lower Level Officials of Thailand. 
Thaweesap was active in the movement to end the 
U.S, military presence in Thailand and actively 
opposed tne return of Praphas and Thanom, 

Yodthong Tabtewmai , 49, a writer and founder 
of the Socialist Party of Thailand, came from a 
poor peasant family in Korat , A novelist, poet, 
and movie-producer, he also exposed CIA activi- 
ties in Thailand and worked with Jit Pumisak, 
Thailand's most renowned Marxist scholar. He 
is held under house arrest. 

Phomchai Viranarong , 27, a journalist with 
a degree in political science from Thammasat, 
served as secretary of the Co-ordinating Center 
of the Labour Unions of Thailand. He was arrested 
by the Special Branch (political police) and is 
being held at their Division 6 without expecta- 
tion of release or trial. 

From the previous activities of these detain- 
ees, it is clear that the Bangkok regime consi- 
ders as its enemies all those engaged in social 
change or actively opposed to the military dicta- 
torship. The differing backgrounds of the pri- 
soners — trade union, intellectual, rural, etc — 
indicates the extent of opposition to military 

* * * 

Thai Opponents of the military regime urge 
Americans to pressure for the release of Bangkok's 
political prisoners, particularly the four, by 


PAGE 1 


LIBERATION News Service 


(Ml) 


February 19, 1977 


more. . 


'O'lning to U-S- Secreiaxy of State Cyrus Vance 
nnd to Cong ressTTian Donald r reiser, .h<iirman of 
the Sub coimr.! tree on International Organizations - 
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Ted Chandler cs ^ j.nd re&enrah&r- in 

^cutne-st Asi-aK 

(See packets ^/804, 825, and 8o3 let background 
on grand juries harassment of Puerto Rican inde- 
pendence movement; 

TWO WOMEN RESrSl GRaND JURY'S 

INVESriGAlION OF PUERIO RICaN ACTIVISTS 

^EW YORK (LNS) — In wha.L many view as part of 
a continuing assault on the Puerto Rican indepen- 
dence movement, a New York grand jury has subpoen- 
aed two women employees of the Nationax Commission 
on Hispanic Affairs (NCHa; of the Episcopal Church. 

The two — Maria Cuerto and Raisa Nemikin — 
appeared before the grand jury February 14 to 
be questioned about the membership and activities 
of NCHA and about Puerto Riv_an a:tivlst Carlos 
Torres. Citing their Firth Amendment rights against 
sel f-incr iminat ion , the two women cetused to answer 
questions about Torres — an NCHa member who is cur- 
rently being hunted by the FBI for alleged "bomb 
fragments' discovered in his Chicago apartment last 
fall . 

Cuerto and Nemikin also cited their First Amend- 
ment rights to freedom oi religion and association 
and noted that their phones were illegally tapped 
by the FBI: The grand jury ^annot ror^e them to 
give testimony unless it grants them immunity Should 
they then tall to talk, they ^ouid be jdiied lor 
contemp t , 

The New York grand jury ^nd another in Chicago 
are part of a federal grand jury investigating a 
series of FaLN bombings in New York and Chicago over 
the last two years 

"It's obvious to us that this investigation by 
the U-S- government through the Justice Department 
is a fishing expedition to intimidate, harass and 
frighten the Churches- ," says Cuerta, "and to 
especially eliminate the support of the denominations 
of the Hispanic communities in thtir fight tor 
equality'^, justice and self-determination " 

Ostensibly the NCHA became the target of the 
grand jury because Carlos Torres is a member cf the 
CommiEsion However, the Commission has been sup- 
portative of the Puerto Rican independenie movement, 
and many feel that it is as much for this reason 
that they are now being harassed 

At Its national meeting last Sep tembe t ,i.xhe .s 
Episcopal Church ^ passed a statement in support 
of the five Puerto Rican nationalists held in U-S- 
prisons since the early 1950's And over 500 dele- 
gates supported Resolution 1514 of the United Nations 
Decolonization Committee whi_h calls for indepen- 
dence for all colonies, including Puerto Rico - 

In November, shortly after the bomb fragments 
were allegedly discovered in Torres apartment and 
the FBI began an all out search for him, FBI agents 
visited the NCHA offices in New York and requested in- 
formation about the Commission, its activities, and 
its membership. During subsequent' vis its , agents 


went through offices and files, and took typewriter 
samplings in the Episcopal Church Headquarters where 
the Commission is located. 

Less than two months after the initial FBI 
queries, the New York federal grand jury issued sub- 
poenaes for Cuerta and Nemikin n 

Julie Schwar tzberg , of the Grand Jury Project, 
says this sequence cf events is common, "When the 
FBI can't acquire information by normal means, they 
use the grand jury to do the rest of their work," 
she explained "People can refuse to talk to the 
FBI, but if you refuse cc calk to the grand jury, 
you're held in centempt and jailed-. The FBI doesn't 
have subpoena power, but they use it anyway; they 
go to the US. Attorney and say, 'we want you to 
subpoena such and such..'"' 

In lace J’une cf 1976, Lureida Torres, a member 
of the Puertc Rican Socialist Party, was jailed for 
her refusal to answer questions before a federal 
grand jury in New York investigating the FALN 
bombings. lories spent feui and one half months in 
prison before she was released in October, when 
the grand jury was closed- The grand juries current- 
ly operating in Chicago and New York are just ex- 
tensions of that grand jury. 

Speaking of the grand jury probes, Jose Alberto 
Alvarez of the Puerto Rican Socialist Party said, 
"Their (the grand jury; role is to break up the 
whole independence movement, because the movement 
IS endangering cheir fthe U-S- government's) econ- 
omic, military and political interests in Puerto 
Rioo 

Grand juries are provided for in the U,S, 
cot s Lituoicn as a proceotion fer citizens against 
arbitrary accusations, with the jury's stated 
lunction being to weigh evidence presented concern- 
ing a specific felony crime and to determine whether 
or net an indictment should be brought ^ 

The way grand juries are currently being used 
to aid the FBI in tracking down fugitives and 
gathering information has been repeatedly challenged 
as -onfii,-ting with the statutes separating the 
executive, legislative and judicial branches of 
government Several cases have reached the Supreme 
Co'urt, but decision there have given the grand 
juries even broader powers. 

—JO— 

NO RIGHTS FOR CALIFORNIA GAYS YET 

NEW YORK ,LN5 — The Calitornia Court of Appeals 
ruled recently that gay people have no legal protec- 
tion from job dis ccimination until the state legisla- 
ture passes Such a law- "L'he legislature has not 
determined that employment discrimination on the 
basis of sexuai orientation is contrary to the pub- 
lic policy of the stace," said the court in mid- 
January- "We see no reason to establish such a rule 
by judicial decision." 

The court s decision upheld a San Francisco 
Superior Court decision in the ease of four men 
who maintained they were discriminated against by 
Pacific Telephone Co 
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^ ■' ' ‘ COMMISSION PROBES FBI FIARASSMENT 

amkrk:ans in 4 -day {ieakin^s 

S\ Karen Noriluett 
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V 1 t 1 zen.--. Review Comm i ^ i ori uo the FBI 
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■ iA.lgi', Ua, edlKatiOnal litld 1 a b ^ 'I e e i. t , T S 
':-r- M . :o; ■ 1 1) . L 1 .a ommunit v, weighod lerrtimcriy 

■; ■ i< pi. .n Minnea.ta, North and Siuth Dakota — 

' ' ■ • ' 1 a ' 1 - . ■ ale r t he 1 - li i ’ Reg i.. na 1 1 i e i d 
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: it (i.-,tiaion> leiL little dcubt that the FBI'b 

■ .t r In'i.iigehie IMagram, CO i NT Fie Pkt) , waS stiii 

111 . <- ! > lOdi against NstiVe Ameri.'aris, despite agency 

I ■ that the pr digram has been s rapped 
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' ' a Stato^ ot War ' ' 

tnt--,So:S from the Rosebud, Pine Ridge and Sis- 
-ot r, t -- 1 r 1 c ) o ns in South Dakota told the Hearing 
Ik M : u abont the virtual btate oF war in their ^imman- 
: t u ■ 

”i ..ap'ie live day to da> witli worda liKe FBi, 

.immured {jeraonnei edfrier, M-io’s, bail bonds 
— * ' ■ Made boliOol kidb know and understand the 

miau.iig, 1 trioae w./rds," said Bill Mt-ans af the Inier- 
•:ati -iMii liitiicin iroiaev Coun. il and a rebident the 

Fv.. -t'bud ! t r 0 r V a t io n . ''llveryone liab a pv,li^e radio 
ii. rijtir I.chk so they can hear what relation has been 
atrt ttd, thev can knovv who to worry about.'* 

i.uess alter witness recounted abuses at the 
r.-iiiG- . . file FBI Dine Butlei, aequirted of murder 
Lt.aigt :- 1 -1. owing thcr death oi two FBI agents on the 

Pin-, kidgu leservation, described his arrest by the 
FBI . Ivv o'v CO thirty agents, carrying automatic 
wi-ap.n^, led a pre-dawn raid un his house using 
e:.pii 1 L 1 j ' landing craft, helu'^pters and dogs "i 
a tp'vd tic- ra^ L that I was going to die," Butler 

'TO Mi 

]h- last thing t lioyv said to him in the Federal 
BuiiC'.ny, in Pierre was "Dine Butler, you are nothing 
hu’ a A-, rthiess s-.umbag and F promise you, one day 
' M; g. . ,g kill you. I’m going to blow your head 

\ •■'nan Br_tvn, a 16 year oid Navajo, des'" cibed 
r fi,' 'a- ’ j s. used by agents tt, endue e him to lestity 
.g;,j 1 ' B i[ ler and hia u-de f endan l Bob Robxdea.^ 

it! ao, ■;!.< - c . oned about trie Oglala shoot-o..f by 
g’ , ' ' . ' . r 1 s u p e rii li e r o 1 19 / 3 , r e 1 u s ed at i i r s t c w an— 

i',,;.,!. ; )MBF,RA’liON NuWa Service O/Soi) 


swer any questions and repeatedly requested to tali 
tc his attorney. 

The agents interrogated him in front of his 
mother and told her that her son had killed the 2 
FBi agents. For 6 hours, the agents badgered Brown 
and terrorized his mother. "They told Mem she’d 
never see me again, that I would never walk the 
earth again," Brown said. 

Roselyn Jumping Bull from Oglala, South Dakota 
said the interior of her home, in the compound 
where the two agents died, was full of bullet holes 
□nd unliveable because of the remaining odor of 
tear gas. She described how pictures of a nephew, 
^uusin and brother who died in World War 1, World 
Ivar II and Korea were deliberately muuiiated in a 
petty recaliation for the agents’ deaths They 
used Che pictures as if they were human rargets, 
she Tc-ounted, saying "it was as if they were mad 
sL US for hnv'ng the pictures there." 

No wonder that the Mountain States Regional 
utti.e of Che U-S, Commission on Civil Rights re- 
ported in March, 1975 that: 

" ..there is sufficient credibility in reports 
rta hing this office to cast doubt on the proptaety 
ut a; cions by the FBI, and to raise questions about 
their impartiality and the focus of their ccn.ern.C . 

"Allegations are made that the FBI engaged 
in uumercus improper activities including illegal 
searih procedures and the creation of a climate 
of inrimidation and terror ...many residents feel 
mis reveals an attitude of racism and antagonism 
on the part of the FBI toward the Indian people." 

FBI Covered Up Murder 

St, Paul attorney Ken Tilsen of the Wounded 
Knee Legal Defense/Offense Committee spoke of the 
murder r.f AIM activist Anna Mae Aquash and the FBI's 
complicity in the cover-up- 

Aquash, a Mic Mac Indian from Canada, died 
in February of 1976 on the Pine Ridge reservation. 

A tirst autopsy report said that she died from 
exposure, "Even chough FBI agents famiiar with 
Aqusish (who was a fugitive at the time cf her death) 
-aW the body, saw photographs of the body, and 
were present at the autopsy," said Tilsen. 

A second autopsy, performed by a St, Paul 
pathclogist, ruled that Aquash had died irom a 
bullet wound to the head and that the bulle'' was 
scill lodged in her brain. 

John Trudell concluded the four days -of hear- 
ings, speaking on behajt of Leonard Peltier, who 
new faces charges in the deaths of the two FBI 
agents. (Two of Peltier's co-defendants were ac- 
quitted and charges were dropped against a third c) 

"They want to put Leonard on trial for an 
idea that he represents, not for any crimes chat 
he has committed," said Trudell. 

Trudell asked the Hearing Board to demand the 
COINTELPRO files on Leonard Peltier and the Ameri- 
can Indian Movement, saying "There ate too many 
dead people who couldn't be here to testify " 
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over man," say his co-workers, "your man lost. 

"Not to me he didn't," the steelworker replied. 

Fight Back leaders point out that the rarik 
and file movement in steel has never been so strong. 
And using the contacts made through functioning s.s 
a campaign organization. Fight Back intends to 
help build that rank and file movement. "You’ll be 
seeing us at the plant gates for the next tour years 
said Sadlowski after the election. 

The insurgents retained control of Sadlowv:. , 
home district, the Chicago-Gary District 31, with 
the election of Fight Back candidate Jim Balanotts 
District 31, with about 120,000 steelworkers, is 
one of the most important in the union. 

The eleution results from Basic Steel’s 
400,000 workers were significant as well. Altnough 
Sadlowski didn’t tkae Basic Steel by the margin he 
had hoped tor, he did win it by 60-40. 

"Basic Steel (one-third of the union) is not 
onI> the c-ore of the union," said a steelworker 
working with Fight Back in South Chicago, "it is the 
Lore of the steel industry. The victory theft can 
be taken a& a referendum against the ENA (the oo- 
sttike agreement). It can be seen as the sentidiont 
of the most influential group of steelworkers that 
business unionism must go," 

And whatever the results of the election 
challenge turn out to be, the attitude that i to 
tight goes on remains. 

"We have shaken the leadership of this unior. ," 
said Sadlowski, "and they have been put on r.oti'-ti 
that there are thousands of members who are nor 
pleased or satisfied with their record or program 
There is a new wind blowing in this union. It will 
never be the same/’ -30- 
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IMMIGRATION SERVICE ARRESTS PRO-UNION WORKERS 
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LOS ANGELES, Cal. (Sin Fronteras/LNS) -- " fc'u 
peepie did a great job," said plant manager Jerry 
Salk to immigration agents after they arrested elirver 
undocumented Mexican workers a few hours bet-:>''-_ Muion 
elections at their factory on January 14. ThCr-.c ar- 
rested were in favor of unionization. 

At the time of the raid, worker-boss antag.Ai 1 sra^ 
held tea.. hed a high point at Lilly Diamond Orig 11,^1 s, 
subsidiary of Campus Casuals Corporation, whe-su pro- 
fits have risen 60% in the past three years, W..rkeii^ 
in the clothing factory had petitioned for a miion 
election and intended to be represented by the Inter- 
naticnal Ladies Garment Workers Union (ILGWU) . 

"You would have to be blind not to see the hcuid 
of the company behind the raid," said one woman w-.t- 
ker angrily 

On the day of the elections, the company o: range 
for 20 anti-union workers to be picked up, brought tc 
polls and returned home. The ILGWU has filed a com- 
plaint with the National Labor Relations Beam ;NL,KB' 
un behalf of the pro-union workers, who accused Till-' 
Diamond of threatening -them and obstructing their 
right to organize. The votes have been Impout.dsd 
pending a ruling by the NLRB. 
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uroth these poems in H-824, 8Zl, 844, in this packet i%85t) and vn upcoming H8SZ.) 
A SELECTION OF POEMS FROM BLACK SOUTH AFRICA 
ELECTION PINCERS Pine and are forgotten. 


TVit- paper before him 

h.^aiv vJ'eighin.g its paperless weight — and with 
I'-ecrsant 

(.agiuess he dived into the pool of questions: 

'i o\j the present policy has been good?' 

No, 1 did not say that I merely asked you to 
^ hoose ' said 

the interpreter; shoulders levelled and his twitch- 
ing nose 

savouring a bored, tight understanding. He borrowed 
ef fore 

to explain: 'For the ruling party you can always 

be sure of a 

job; your child is assured a better education; and 
you, you 

(b\N retire to an old-age home in the greencountry 
atmosphere of the Transkei.' 

The old man balanced the points-cross and ticko 
Ihcn brushing his patched trousers: 'Does it mean 

fREE 

SCH00L1N(t tor my son? Will my wife not write letters 
tor 

clinic fees? And my cattle, won't they be culled?' 

'KheV.la, we don't own the day.' 

'Son if I didn't know, 1 wouldn't have come so 
early ' — 

Rounds of ammunition Ready, fire' 

'I fiave explained everything you have to know about 
the 

whole thing Now, axe you not prepared to cast your 

vote? ' 

Rabid impatience — the white officer adjusts his 
Sunday tie, 

a one- inch, thin strips. Red and Black. Scorching 
glances . 

'The ether candidate — does he offer: higher wages, 
r educed 

taxes, and more grazing land?’ 

Rugged silence. Pincered doubt. 

The old man crossed beside favoured candidate. Then 
with 

fingers provoking made another cross beside the 
opposing 

candidate. He pushed the paper at the interpreter 
with gauged 

expectancy. The interpreter frowned. Piggishly. 

' Spoil t Vote. ’ 

— M. Pascal Gwala 
TWO BUCKETS 

A sleepy voice 

from the confined space: 

'Beware of the bucket 
Move to the left; 

sleep there. 

Any false move. 

You fall into a lavatory bucket, 

Or into drinking water next to it.' 


— Stanley Mogoba 

THE PENSION JIVEASS 
I lead her in, 

A sepia figure 100 years old. 

Blue ice chips gaze 
And a red slash gapes: 

'What does she want?' 

I translate: 'Pension, sir,' 

'Useless kaffir crone, 

Lazy as the' hlatk deviJ . 

She'll get fuck-all.' 

I translate. 

*My man toiled 

And rendered himself impotent 
With hard labour. 

He paid tax like you. 

I am old enough to get pension. 

I was born before the great wars 

And saw ray father slit your likes* throatsi' 

I don't translate, but 

She loses her pension anyhow- 

— Mandlenkosi Langa 

MOTHER'S ODE TO A STILLBORN CHILD 

You languished patiently 
for months on end 
in dungeon darkness 
in intestinal convolutions 
and Indefinable chaos 

You had neither shadow 
nor silhouette 
You had every right 
to riot and complain 
or raise your voice 
in protest or defiance 

I could feel your lust 

to join the dead 

living world 

Your muted attempts 

to burst like a Christmas chicken 

into life 

It is not my fault 
that you did not live 
to be a brother sister 
or lover of some black child 
that you did not experience pain 
pleasure voluptuousness and salt 
in the woohd 

that your head did not stop 
a police truncheon 

that you are not a permanent resident 
of a prison island 

— Mandlenkosi Langa 


In this startled manner, — 30 — 

1 made my entry 
Into a dark world 
Where thousands of men 
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T HE RADICAL MEDI A BULLETIN BOARD ** AN INTERNAL NEWSLETTER FOR ALL LNS SUBSCRIBERS ** FEBRUARY 19, 1977 


IL 6061^' Curiey, 2329 W. Barry, Chicago, 

Bread and Roses Theater is looking for scripts 
of interest to working class audiences. We are cur- 
rently performing S 1 t-Down , a full-length play we 
wrote about the beginnings of the UAW m the 1930's. 
Scripts 6 inquiries about bookings should be sent 
to the above address, 

* * A 7>r 

from: Women's Institute for Freedom of the 
Press, 3306 Ross Place, N.W., Washington DC 20008. 
(202) 966-7783, 

^ DIRECTORY OF WOMEN’S MEDIA and an annotated, 
cumulative Index of media research and activities 
has been published by the Women's Institute for 
Freedom of the Press, 

The Directory inciudes some 500 entries: perio- 
dicals, news services, columns, presses and pub- 
lishers, radio/TV groups, regularly-scheduled women’s 
programs, film groups, art/ graphics/ cheat er and 
music groups, courses on women and media, speakers 
bureaus, distributors, bookstores, special library 
collections, directories, catalogs and other women's 
media groups and individuals in the U.S,, Canada 
and a few in other countries. 

For a copy of the Directory, send $8.00, and 
ask about other Institute publications. 

* * * * 

from: Red Pepper Posters, 3141 22nd St., San 
Francisco, CA 94110, 

We are a new group chat is making posters and 
getting them out to as many people as we can. As 
a mixed group, we want to do posters on the widest 
possible spectrum of issues, while continuing our 
special interest in women's activities. We want to 
put out new posters every few months. We expect to 
earn our living this way. 

For a full catalog of our posters, which in- 
clude ones on Emma Goldman, Sacred Motherhood, and 
"Your Job Is Killing You," write to the above address. 

* A * 

from: United Mine Workers of America, 900 15th 
St,, NW, Washington DC 20005, (202) 638-0530. 

The UMWA's 1977 calendar is entitled "Our 
Fair Share: The United Mine Workers Collective Bar- 
gaining Calendar for 1977," It's illustrated with 
photographs by Earl Dotter and costs $2.50. All 
proceeds go to the "Organizing Relief Fund," which 
goes directly to families of miners on strike for 
union contracts. Anyone ordering a calendar should 
send their name and address so that we can show 
where the money came from and where it went. 

A * A A 

from: Red Balloon Poetry Conspiracy, 163 
Prospect Park West //3L, Brooklyn, NY 11215. 

We have just published "How The Dragon Got 
It's Fire," an illustrated poetry /coloring book; 
poetry by Catherine Best (7'years old) , illustra- 
tions by Lynn McSweeney, They are spiral-bound and 
printed on 80— pound stock. 


If LNS subscribers and friends would like a 
copy, we can mail it to you for $2.50 each ($2 
each for bulk orders) . They make great gifts for 
almost anyone? 

A A A A 

from: The Africa Fund, 305 E. 46th St,, New 
York, N,Y. 10017. 

"No One Can Stop The Rain," is a 45-page 
pamphlet on the history of Angola and the MPLA 
(Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola), 
written by Jennifer Davis, George M, Houser, Susan 
Rogers and Herb Shore. The pamphlet costs $1.50 
and inciudes maps, poems, a glossary and biblio- 
graphy Write to the above address for a copy. 

A A A A 

from: LSM Information Center, PO Box 2077, 
Oakland , CA 94604 . 

LSM publications now available Include: 

"The People in Power: An Account from Angola’s 
Second War of National Liberation," by Ole Gjerstad; 
a special issue of LSM News on Namibia; and a new 
17 X 22 inch poster — SWaPO : THE PEOPLE ARMED — 
designed by the Artworks Collective and printed 
by Glad Day Press, All proceeds from the poster 
will go toward the building of a complete, fully- 
equipped and staffed printshop for SWaPO. For a 
complete list of LSM materials and prices, write 
to the above address. 

A A A A 

from: Writers in the Public Interest, 17 Myrtle 
Drive, Great Neck, New York 11021, 

Writers in the Public Interest is a nonprofit 
alliance of writers helping each other to use their 
talents in such fields as education, environment, 
health, civil liberties, minority rights, consumer- 
ism, and peace. The WPI network includes several 
hundred writers throughout the country, ranging 
from novices to widely— published professional free- 
lancers , 

To join the WPI network, receive our most 
recent newsletter and find out what publications 
and activities WPI is Involved in, send a self- 
addressed, stamped envelop to the above address. 

A A A A 

from: LNS 

Two prisoners have written to us in the hope 
that we could help them find people to correspond 
with . Their names and addresses are: 

Willie Hopkins, #132-082, PO Box 787, Lucas- 
ville, OH 45648, 

Henry IsBell , #22637-175. C.H, D-3, Box PMB, 
Tallahassee, FL 32304. 

A A A A 

TO ALL LNS SUBSCRIBERS — If you have an 
announcement to make, write it up and send it on 
to us, addressing the envelope RMBB.Our (not so 
new) address, remember, is: 

17 W. 17th St., NYC 10011 

END OF RMBB 
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'''''' ''^^Hors; In the last packet we ran an 

lo about a dinner party held by General Motors 
' celebrate the 40th anniversary of 

t ' lint Sitdown Strike and their first contract. 

' ' alterwards we discovered a more detailed 
> . LUTC oi the dinner party in the Wall Street 
' :.ual, so we're running a ' ('un ’ :for'’. '^ou can use 

‘t - c. Its o\^m, or run it in conjunction with the 
' -"’v'li'aL section on the strike which begins in 
■ It- ‘^th paragraph of the article on P. 6 of packet 
) 

bXKDO UN I ONI SM" AT DETROIT’S ST. REGIS HOTEL; 

(tEneral motors and uaw celebrate 

FLINT SITD0\vTN STRIKE ANNIVERSARY 

M--'a ^ORK(LNS) — If you’re wondering where the 
i c f ;^n 1 p of organized labor is these days, you 
.'-n'.uUi’ve been at the posh St. Regis Hotel in 
ILi't-ic, February 12. 

: urcv vears after the bloody Flint Sitdown 
s:r ike wen the United Auto Workers (UAW) their 

r .entract from the giant General Motors Cor- 
:uii'ion, leaders of the two organizations cohosted 
a Oir.rer bash to celebrate the occasion. 


entered a new era of the labor-management statesman. 
He even added that he could see the day when strikes 
"will virtually never be used as a weapon.” 

But not everybody was ready to clink champagne 
glasses with the company that once tried everything 
from detective agencies to the court system to 
squash the union, and which recently has bitterly 
fought UAW attempts to organize at new GM plants in 
the South. 

"It^s tuxedo unionism," said one Flint veteran, 
Genora Dollinger, who had organized hundreds of 
Flint women into brigades to support the 1937 
sitdown strikes. She angrily turned down her dinner 
invitation charging, "It's an outright betrayal of 
what we fought for." 

-30- 

(Editors: History section of last article — from 

fifth paragraph on — could be inserted here or run 
s'^arately as a box.) 

•ii'k'k‘k'fc:k:k'k:k:k**i(4(4rkifkiei(:k:k^e:kicfrk4fk:k^ic:k*irkifk'kifk-is4e*:f(^irk-k-k'k 
COURT RULES DOCTORS MUST PAY FOR 
INVOLUNTARILY CONFINING MENTAL PATIENT 


Fientv of liquor, thick steaks and fine cigars 
Wt.re r-erved to the 150 invited union and company 
'c’^erdCK', some of whom came from as far as Calif- 
V rr. i.i and I'lorida to attend. The atmosphere, re- 
I'o-rc-.o the Wall Street Journal, was one of "general 
V. -utd r eo er ie- -mixed with speeches and chit chat." 

Ihe company and union even provided live en- 
: c r : a ^ oraent . A singing trio called Elma Santo and 
r!,v Rtdheads lugged their portable amplifier and 
1 -orcian around the hall singing old favorites 
: KC ''See the U.S.A. in Your Chevrolet." At one 
' ime rhev tried a few bars of "Solidarity Forever," 
i. ne l.-'W’s anthem, but by then most people seemed 
cr grossed in steaks and conversation to pay 
nu'.r. attention. After dinner, guests were treated 
L. T■c•v^ ar ee 1 s of the 1937 sitdown strike at Flint. 

"New" one might wonder why these two venerable 
ICC' would want to break bread over their most bit- 
ter struggle," writes Wall Street Journal reporter 
j''hn [-mshwiller. "Well, as those at the dinner 
agreed, times have changed." 

UaW President Leonard Woodcock observed that 
the relationship between the two sides "has matured 
tori': iderably over the years." While the two may 
= 1 x 11 be adversaries in some areas, he conceded, 
tney =rre "allies in the greater context." 

FM's chairman Thomas Murphy couldn't agree 
mere. As cocktail glasses tinkled in the background, 
tfife company's chief executive told a listener that 
the gathering "confirms what we've always felt. 

Jnere were growing pains, but we now have a healthy 
a:;d :c ns truer ive relationship. They don't really 
tnink we're dirty bastards, and we certainly don't 
rr;:rig they are." 

' r, a speech following the dinner, Murphy 
tiiarikod UaW president Woodcock, addressing him as 
"I.eonard," for the union's help in getting the 
lederd government to ease emission control stan- 
dards, in their plants. 

Ihen he told the audience that "the fire-eater" 
ji pa=, t labor-management conflicts has "outlived 
tils usefulness in our relationship. And we have 


NEW YORK (LNS) — Kenneth Donaldson, who was In- 
voluntarily confined for fifteen years at a Florida 
state mental hospital, will receive $20,000 In dam- 
ages from the doctors who kept him there. A consent 
judgment signed February 4th by United States Dis- 
trict Judge William Stafford, ordered each of the 
two doctors, John G. Gumanis and J.B. O'Connor, to 
pay $10,000 to Donaldson within 60 days. Donaldson 
is the first mental patient or ex-patient to receive 
money damages for violation of a constitutional 
right by state officials. 

In June, 1975, the U.S. Supreme Court unani- 
mously held that because Donaldson was not" dangerous" 
and wasn't receiving any treatment, his involuntary 
commitment was unconstitutional. The damages award 
"finalizes the meaning of the Supreme Court's deci- 
sion," said Donaldson after the settlement was an- 
nounced. "Now more state institutional doctors are 
going to be quicker to respect the Supreme Court's 
ruling. " 

The settlement also leaves open the option of 
filing for attorneys' fees under the new Civil 
Rights Attorney's Fees Act of 1976. Attorneys for 
Donaldson at the Mental Health Law Project and the 
New York Civil Liberties Union point out that if 
these fees are awarded, it will help the thousands 
of involuntary patients still confined to obtain 
legal representation. 

When confined, Donaldson contacted almost 50 
lawyers and 3 bar associations before he found an 
attorney who would take his case. Before that, 
his requests for hearings on his own behalf in 
state and federal courts were denied eighteen times. 

Since his release from the Florida State Hospi- 
tal in Chattachee, Donaldson, now 68, has been liv- 
ing on Social Security benefits in York, Pennsylvania 
A year ago, he published Tnsanity Inside Out, an 
account of his confinement and subsequent lawsuit, 

- 30 - 
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FOLKS — If you haven't yet paid your current or back 
bills, please do so immediately. We really need the 
money . Thanks , LNS . 



DUPONT OBSTRUCTS INQUIRY 
OF CANCER RISKS AT CHEMICAL PLANT 

NEW YORK (LNS) — An inquiry into a significant 
number ot cancer cases and deaths at a DuPont Co* 
chemical plant in Belle, West Virginia, has run up 
against serious company attempts to thwart, the in- 
vest 1 gat ion , 

The can of worms was first opened, according to 
a story in the February 11 Wall Street Journal, when 
Earl McCune , a lab chemist and safety chairman of 
the lab technicians' union at the DuPont plant, 
asked the National Institute for Occupational Safety 
and Health (NIOSH) to survey industrial health haz- 
ards at the plant last May ^ 

McCune first became concerned about workers' 
exposure to chemicals there several years ago, 
when he concluded that a colleague’s respiratory 
illness had been caused by lab fumes „ Later three 
friends' loss of eyesight was attributed to can- 
ce r . 

McCune started reading about chemical exposures 
and occupational illness, and collecting statistics 
of sick Belle workers. Eventually he compiled an 
informal list of 55 workers who had contracted 
cancer, which he believed were related to chemical 
exposure at the plant, where 175 chemicals are 
used in production, 

DuPont boasts that its workers are 20 times safer 
on the job than in their homes, McCune says the 
company has a good safety record for cut fingers, 
but "they aren’t very careful about chemical ex- 
posure , " 

The company's own updated statistics for the 
Belle plant show 206 cancer deaths at the plant 
since 1956. The Belle plants statistics compare 
as follows with survey statistics compiled by 
the National Cancer Institute (NCI) between 1969 
and 1971: 

* iO kidney cancer cases reported at Belle 
compared with an expected 5,3; 

* 3 eye cancer cases, compared with ,6 ex- 
pected in the general population; 

* 77 lung cancer deaths, compared with an NCI 
expected death rate of 49, 

We saw significant excesses of kidney and 
lung cancer, and statistically significant ex- 
cesses of eye cancer," says the DuPont assistant 
medical director, Dr = Bruce Karrh, "But we can't 
say if there's a problem,,. it needs further in- 
vestigation ... .There ' s no reason to think can- 
cers at Belle have any relation to occupational 
factors. We try to operate maintaining safe work 
(environments) ." 

But when NIOSH investigators were scheduled 
to visit the Belle plantf in January, DuPont balked 
at releasing materials without subpoenas. Then, 
according to NIOSH director John Finklea, "we 
sent one over (a subpoena) and they declined to 
comply," DuPont is arguing in federal coutt in 
Charles, West Virginia that employees' privacy 
would be violated if the plant complies with the 
subpoena . 

During the NIOSH investigators’ visit to the 


Belle plant, the company allowed only restricted 
access to personnel files , They further insisted 
that only Dupont officials could pull folders 
on cancer cases among active employees or pension- 
er Sv: 'Arid when the investigators randomly veri- 
fied the authenticity of the photocopied data 
DuPont had selected for copying, there were in- 
consistencies ; 

"We found that some of the original personnel 
folders were missing death certificates," reported 
Betsy Egan, a NIOSH epidemiologist. "Some xeroxed 
files contained incomplete work histories that 
were in the originals =" 

Ironically, DuPont is generally considered to 
be one of the more advanced companies in dealing 
with health matters. 

- 30 - 
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CIA-BACKED 1971 TRANSPORT OF SWINE KILLING VIRUS 

TO CUBA 

NEW YORK (LNS): — Anti-Castro Cuban exiles 
transported a virus deadly to swine to Cuba in 1971 
with "at least the tacit backing of the CIA," the 
Long Island newspaper Newsday reported recently. 

Six weeks after its introduction the swine 
virus forced the slaughter of half a million pigs, 
completely halting the] pooduction of pork, a Cu- 
ban staple, for several months. 

The outbreak of the disease — a highly con 
tagious African virus deadly only to swine — 
pqzzled investigators because it was the first 
viral outbreak of this type in the Western hemis- 
phere However, a U.S. intelligence source recent- 
ly revealed the story. 

This source told Newsday that early in 1971 
the virus was sealed into an unmarked container at I 
Gulick, an Army base in the Panama Canal zone. Ft. 
GulicK also houses a CIA-operatred paramilitary 
training center for career personnel and mercenarie: 

The source stated that he received instruction 
to deliver the container to members of an anti-Cast 
organization- Another member of the Cuban exile 
group recounted the virus’ journey from that point, 
stating that he was on the trawler that took the vi 
rus from Panama to Cuba, where it was given to "oth< 
operatives" at Guantanamo Bay. The swine epidemic 
broke out in Havana, 500 miles northeast of Guantan 
amo . 

The source on the trawler was trained by th 
CIA and carried out previous missions for the a- 
gency, according to the Newday article, "We were 
well paid for this," he said, and although he had 
seen no CIA officials aboard the boat that delivere 
the virus to the trawler, he noted that, "Cuban 
exile groups don't have that kind of money," 

The Information was revealed to Newsday recent 
ly during a federal inquiry of alleged terrorist 
actions in Florida by the right-wing Cuban exlie 
group c 
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TOP RIGHT: Coloured women at a 

bus stop in South Africa. 

CREDIT: S.A./LNS. 

SEE POEMS PAGE 5. 

CREDIT: Native American Solidarity 

Comraittee/LNS .. 

SEE SIORY PAGE 3. 


TOP LEFT: Roselyn Jumping Bull, Oglala 

Souix, testifying before the early 
February Minnesota Citizens* Review 
Commission on FBI harrassemnt of 
Native Americans, 


MIDDLE LEPI ; Native American testifying 
before the Minnesota Citizens* 

Review Ccmmission on FBI harrassment 
of Native Americans. 

CREDIT: Native American Solidarity 

Commi t tee/LNS . 

SEE STORY PAGE 3. 


BOTTOM RIGHT: Black children in 

South Africa. 

CREDIT: S.A./LNS. 

SEE POEMS PAGE 5. 


BOTTOM LEFT: Ed Sadlcwski, insurgent 

candidate in the February 8, 1977 
United Steelworkers eiectionc 

SEE STORY PAGE 4, 
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